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during the dark ages, it is usually said that scholars fled there
from Gaul and from the ancient seats of learning during the
barbarian wars. And it is true that in biographies of the time
the phrase that so and so, "forsaking his own country, so-
journed in Ireland for the love of God and learning," becomes
monotonously repetitive. I suggest that long before this,
possibly in the Third and Fourth Centuries, Irishmen had
studied in the schools of Alexandria and had taken back
to their own country the riches of learning which could be
found in that city.

There is a curious incident in the life of St. Patrick which
did not seem to me to have any special significance until I
became interested in the possible link between the Egyptian
and the Celtic churches. When St. Patrick was travelling
in the hills, I forget in what part of Ireland, he entered a cave
and saw there an altar on which stood four glass chalices.
The point of this story is that these chalices belonged to
Christians who had worshipped in Ireland long before the
time of St. Patrick. Chalices were obviously made of metal
at the time of this discovery, otherwise glass chalices would
not have struck St. Patrick as curious antiquities.

Now it is surely significant that glass chalices were commonly
in use throughout Christendom during the first two centuries.
It is beheved that St. Urban prescribed the use of metal
instead of glass in 226 A.D., over two hundred years before
St. Patrick entered the cave. The Egyptian Church used
chalices of glass in the First Century and uses them to this
day, generally from reasons of poverty; but that they are
still in use proves that Egypt has never known any rule or
prejudice against chalices of glass.

It is possible, therefore, that when St. Patrick was walking
the holy hills of Ireland so long ago, he stumbled by chance
upon the oratory of some ancient Irish hermits who had
learned their Christianity in Egypt. And I would also,
suggest that the lives and habits of the Desert Fathers of Egypt
can be paralleled nowhere so well as in the story of the Celtic
hermits. St. Kevin, who founded the settlement at Glenda-
lough, in County Wicklow, was rather like St. Anthony. I
remember hearing the story, when I was there, of the tempta-
tions of St. Kevin. He was pursued by an ardent maiden